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help in missing files case
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Mumbai: Civic officials from
the building proposals depar-
tment may soon come under
thescanner TheBMCis inthe
process of roping in forensic
experts to nab culprits respon-
sible for crucial files that have
gone missing since 2009.

TOI was the first to report
on June 2 that files of 3474
buildings from Bandra to Jo-
geshwari had gone missing
since 2009. These accounted
for close to 10% of the 35,000
buildings in the belt.

On Tuesday, municipal
commissioner Sitaram Kunte
met D Rukmini Krishnamur-
thy, former director of Kalina
Forensic Seciemce Laboratory
who now runs Helik Advisory,
a firm with a team of 20
former government forensic
experts,

“We had ameeting. Wewill
decide on what investigative

skills will be required from

this forensic expert and subse-
guently figure out a method,”
said Kunte. Krishnamurthy is
workingout modalitiestohelp
inthe investigation.

Thefirststep will be tolook
at CCTV footage stored in the
BMC'’s building proposals de-
partment.
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Krishnamurthy added that
Dipti Puranik, another foren-
sic expert, will use latest tech-
nology in forensic profiling.

“First we will do psycho-
logical profiling which will
lead to the person who is in-
volved in the act. Once we lo-
cate the group responsible in
handling of files, we will sub-
ject itsmembersto testingpro-
cedures. Ahadetectorcana]so
be used. But the best course is
layered voice analysis.”

In the meantime, Kunte

an FIR on missing files under
Maharashira Records Act's
Section 9. After the TOI re-
port, a special standing com-
mlrteemeenngwasheldnnJu
ly 3, where an inquiry was
ordered into the disappear-
ance of over 5,900 files across
thecity.

Many of these files con-
taining real estate documents
and developmerrt proposals
went missing from offices of
seniors. Standing committee
chairman Rahul Shewale also
demanded that the BMC seeka
CID probe.
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