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Course Aims
To Better
Equip Courts
Sumitra Deb Boy | Tvw

Mumbal: The rise In the ap-
plication of forensic sclence
tocrack cases and nall the sc-
cused hos prompted Maha-
rashira’s judicinry to edu-
cate sesslons court judgess on
the emerging Mlod throwgh a
spocial course in the hope
that it will lsave them betier
oquipped to appreciate and
welgh forensic evidence.
Said to the firsi of its kind
in the couniry, the Orienta-
thon Courss on Porensie Sel-
enoe was developed by the
Muharashira Jodiclal Acad-

emy in tindem with the goy-
ernment’s Instituto of Foren-
shc Sclencd over the last few
manths, The threeday
course kick-staried intho last
woek of August and has al-
rendy been attended by a
batch of 30 district and ses-
shon court judges. The pro-
gramme was created on the
lines of similar, but longer.
courses for judges In the US
and UK. which leave them
better placed fo question in-
vestigating agencies.

The urgent need for the
courde was felt after the use
of forensic sclence incronsed
in solving criminal cnses

ranging from terrorist bomb-
ings and thefts of infants
from hospitals o drank driv-
ing and dowry deaths. “The
course will equip judicial of-
ficers to deal with such avi-
donce it a more meaninghil
and eflective manner,” said
Dr Shalind Phansalkar-Joshi,
joint director, Mnharashira
Judicial Academy,

The USE af the course,
Joshi said, is a daylong visit
to the Forensle Sclence Labo-
ratory in Kaling, where judg-
&4 learn about evidence col-
loction and testing methods
from forénslc experts. "Judg-
&5 will haveapractical ides of

how evidences are collected,
sturdied and tholr possible fm-
plications in determining or

establishing a crime,” sha
sabd. Thecourse lalikely tobe
Jonger during the induction
training of judges.

Besides an introduction
to the concept of forensio scl-
ence, judges will be informed
about its various classifica-
tions 1ike forensic psycholo-
gy, biology, ballistics, medi-
cine, toxioology and the [ike.
For the courss, the argants-
ers have roped forensic ex-
perts from the ciiy as well as
nearby states. India, they
point out, has no such dedi-

cated course for ‘experts of ©
experts’as yob 3

"With incldences of wit- :
nesses turning hostile inoso
many cases, de o
solerce js bound to Increase”
sald Dr Rulmini Krishna- :
mirthy, technieal director,
Institute of Forensic Sclence. |
*The syllabus has been de- :
signed in such a manner that
it Is interactive, participa: :
tive and involves group dis-
cusslons. The first batch of :
judges who participated in :
the course shared their expe-
rience and dilemmas in judg- -
ing cases where forensic evi- |
danees were used.”

Corporates hire forensic experts

Sumitra Deb Roy |1

Mumbai: The enthusiastic response to
the first batch of students graduating
from the Institute of Sclence’s forenaic
science courses has anderlined the dim
nend {or suchexperts in private and pub-
lic sectors, which are increasingly fac-
ing complex crimesand cyber thréats.
About 25 studenis from the frst
batch of post-graduate diploma in cyber
forensic and Laws have gol & warm ne-
spanes firom the banking and insurance
companies, many of which have come
forward 1o hire the graduates. The stu-
dents of the instituioe’s one-year diploma
of forensic and relnted laws hovie got a
similar reactlon: even corporate hospi-

tals have showm interest in hiring them
for thelr medico-legal ells

There were appréhensions last year
when the courss was desigmed and ap-
provid inm record time by the Mumbad
Univorsity along with the higher and
technical education department of the
state about lts acceptability. “The re-
sponse has béen unexpected,” sald Dr
Rukmin! Krishnamurthy, technical ad-
visor, Institute of Forensic Science.

Erishnamurthy s optimisile that
other courses, like BSe and masters' in
forensics, (oo will have severnl takers.
"There s a Rel3) crore proposal thad
will o these cotirses atarted in s phased
manner,” shesald. As et only Mumbad

and Aurangabad provide the courses

The institute has already upped the

number of seais in the diploma colirses =

to 40. Interestingly, the course has §
caiught the imaginntion ol many lawyers
and law students who want to bamn the :
intricacies of forensie sclence 1o argue
cases betler, A few cops'ton have en- :
guired about thecourse and showed wil- :
lingness to undergo the training to hone =

their skills inerime scene management. :

A word of eaution comes from cyber
expert Vilay Mukhl, who says that the :
need far such courses in India conld ba :
limited as cyber crimos seldom reach :
the police or the court. “Unless'thé in- :
dustry starts reportingsuch casps, thore
igittle that forensic expertscandowith :
theevidences they collect.” tvesald. }



